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weren’t right, and she ran over this group and
that group,’’ I would say, ‘‘Fine, let’s fight this
thing out. You know, I know that. I have per-
sonal knowledge of that. You are wrong.’’ And
if everybody in the Senate disagreed with me,
I would stay with it to the bitter end.

The problem is that this battle will be waged
based on her academic writings. And I cannot
fight a battle that I know is divisive, that is
an uphill battle, that is distracting to the coun-
try, if I do not believe in the ground of the
battle. That is the only problem. This has noth-
ing to do with a political center. This has to
do with my center.

Now, let me say about Craig Washington,
whatever he does for the rest of his life, I’ll
be grateful to him for what he did and what
he said in fighting that economic problem
through. I know how strongly he feels about
it. I can tell you, I received—if any—there’s
pressure over the issue. I got more pressure
to stay with this than to drop it. But in the
end, I had to do what I thought was right.
Whether I am right or wrong, I tell you tonight,
I have done what I think is right.

Q. Mr. President, did she agree with you?
Q. Did she agree with you?
Q. Has she withdrawn or are you withdrawing

her?
The President. I am—I think you’d better ask

her what she said.
Q. Well, if she comes—have you withdrawn

her name?
The President. Well, she’s in town and

we’ve—I think she’ll probably have a statement
later tonight. I have no idea what she will say.

Q. Did she ask you not to withdraw her name,
sir?

The President. Well, you know what she want-
ed. She wanted her hearing. But she was sur-
prised that I felt the way I did. You know,
this is the first long, detailed conversation we’ve
had about it. It was a very painful thing between
two people who have liked and admired each
other a long time. This was one of the most
difficult meetings I’ve ever had in my life. But
I did what I thought was right.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:05 p.m. in the
Briefing Room at the White House.

Statement on Sanctions Against Haiti
June 4, 1993

One of the cornerstones of our foreign policy
is to support the global march toward democracy
and to stand by the world’s new democracies.
The promotion of democracy, which not only
reflects our values but also increases our secu-
rity, is especially important in our own hemi-
sphere. As part of that goal, I consider it a
high priority to return democracy to Haiti and
to return its democratically elected President,
Jean-Bertrand Aristide, to his office.

We should recall Haiti’s strides toward de-
mocracy just a few years back. Seven years ago,
tired of the exploitative rule that had left them
the poorest nation in our hemisphere, the Hai-
tian people rose up and forced the dictator Jean-
Claude Duvalier to flee. In December 1990,
in a remarkable exercise of democracy, the Hai-
tian people held a free and fair election, and
two-thirds of them voted for President Aristide.

Nineteen months ago, however, that progress
toward democracy was thwarted when the Hai-

tian military illegally and violently ousted Presi-
dent Aristide from office. Since taking office
in January, the United States Government has
worked steadily with the international commu-
nity in an effort to restore President Aristide
and democracy to Haiti. The OAS and United
Nations Special Envoy, Dante Caputo, has dem-
onstrated great dedication and tenacity. To sup-
port Mr. Caputo’s effort, Secretary of State
Christopher in March named U.S. Ambassador
Lawrence Pezzullo as our Special Adviser for
Haiti.

We and the international community have
made progress. The presence of the Inter-
national Civilian Mission has made a concrete
contribution to human rights in Haiti. Mr.
Caputo’s consultations with all the parties indi-
cated that a negotiated solution is possible.

Unfortunately, the parties in Haiti have not
been willing to make the decisions or take the
steps necessary to begin democracy’s restoration.
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And while they seek to shift responsibility, Hai-
ti’s people continue to suffer.

In light of their own failure to act construc-
tively, I have determined that the time has come
to increase the pressure on the Haitian military,
the de facto regime in Haiti and their support-
ers.

The United States has been at the forefront
of the international community’s efforts to back
up the U.N./OAS negotiations with sanctions
and other measures. Beginning in October 1991,
we froze all Haitian Government assets in the
United States and prohibited unlicensed finan-
cial transactions with Haitian persons. Today,
I am acting to strengthen those existing provi-
sions in several ways.

First, I have signed a proclamation pursuant
to Section 212(f) of the Immigration and Na-
tionality Act prohibiting the entry into the U.S.
of Haitian nationals who impede the progress
of negotiations designed to restore constitutional
government to Haiti and of the immediate rel-
atives of such persons. The Secretary of State
will determine the persons whose actions are
impeding a solution to the Haitian crisis. These
people will be barred from entering the United
States.

Second, pursuant to the authority of the Inter-
national Emergency Economic Powers Act and
the Executive orders on the Haiti emergency,
I have directed the Secretary of the Treasury
to designate as ‘‘specially designated nationals’’
those Haitians who act for or on behalf of the
junta, or who make material, financial, or com-
mercial contributions to the de facto regime or
the Haitian armed forces. In effect, this measure
will freeze the personal assets of such persons
subject to U.S. jurisdiction and bar them from
conducting any transactions whatsoever with the
individuals and entities named.

Third, I have directed Secretary Christopher
to consult with the OAS and its member states
on ways to enhance enforcement of the existing
OAS sanctions program. And I have directed
Secretary Christopher and Ambassador Albright
to consult with the U.N. and member states
on the possibility of creating a worldwide sanc-
tions program against Haiti.

Sanctions alone do not constitute a solution.
The surest path toward the restoration of de-
mocracy in Haiti is a negotiated solution that
assures the safety of all parties. We will there-
fore strongly support a continuation and inten-
sification of the negotiating effort. We will im-
press on all parties the need to take seriously
their own responsibilities for a successful resolu-
tion to this impasse.

Our policy on Haiti is not a policy for Haiti
alone. It is a policy in favor of democracy every-
where. Those who seek to derail a return to
constitutional government, whether in Haiti or
Guatemala, must recognize that we will not be
swayed from our purpose.

At the same time, individuals should not have
to fear that supporting democracy’s restoration
will ultimately put their own safety at risk. Those
who have opposed President Aristide in the past
should recognize that, once President Aristide
has returned, we and the rest of the inter-
national community will defend assiduously their
legitimate political rights.

It is my hope that the measures we have
announced today will encourage greater effort
and flexibility in the negotiations to restore de-
mocracy and President Aristide to Haiti.

NOTE: The proclamation of June 3 barring the
entry of certain Haitian nationals into the United
States is listed in Appendix D at the end of this
volume.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Reporting Budget Rescissions
June 4, 1993

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
In accordance with the Congressional Budget

and Impoundment Control Act of 1974, I here-
with report six proposed rescissions, totaling
$176.0 million in budgetary resources.

These proposed rescissions affect the Depart-
ments of Housing and Urban Development, Jus-

tice, and Transportation. The details of the pro-
posed rescissions are contained in the attached
reports.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM J. CLINTON
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